MIDNIGHT INSANITY CAST RULES

AGE REQUIREMENT:  You must be at least 18 years old or 16 with a waiver signed by parent or legal guardian to be a member of Midnight Insanity (MI).  Trixies must be 18, no exceptions.

CALL TIME:  Call Time is the time at which cast members must be fully prepared to do their job, in appropriate attire or costume and makeup.  Tech call time is 10:30 pm.  Performers should be in full makeup and costume by 11:00 pm, prepared to greet the audience, take tickets, or whatever else may be required.  If you are going to be late, contact your Department Head as soon as possible.  If you arrive late, immediately check in with your Department Head on arrival.

SHOW UP PREPARED:  Every member of MI has made a commitment to be ready in appropriate attire, know his or her role or job, and be on time.  For performers, this means being fully prepared to interact with the audience at 11:00 pm.  Performers may not be visible to the audience while wearing a partial costume, or without makeup while in costume.  (If audience members are standing outside the theater prior to let-in when you arrive and you are wearing a partial costume or makeup, this is fine, but please smile and pass them by; do not hang out with them until you are in full costume).  Tech should arrive wearing all black clothing.  Our show starts when the audience arrives at the theater.

GENERAL NOTIFICATION PROCESS:  Whenever notification of a Department Head is necessary and you cannot make contact with your Department Head, keep attempting to contact another one until you reach someone.  First try your Department Head, then try other Department Heads, then Stage Manager or Producer.  Do not give up until a leader has been contacted.

IGNORANCE IS NO EXCUSE:  You must keep informed of all additions or changes to rules and policies.  This is your responsibility.  The best way to do this is to attend meetings regularly.  Meeting notes will also be posted online; if you cannot come to meetings, find a way to read the notes before the next cast function so you are aware of any decisions or changes.  All cast votes are made at meetings; if you miss meetings, you give up your chance to vote on cast issues. These rules and updates to them will be posted on the website. Review them regularly.

DRUG AND ALCOHOL POLICY:  It is never permissible to be under the influence of any illegal narcotic at any cast function.  Drinking alcohol is permissible for cast members over 21 years of age, however you must be fully capable of doing your job correctly and you may not be visibly inebriated. 

RESTAURANTS:  Cast members always leave at least a 20% tip at restaurants visited as a group. Waiters and waitresses must be treated respectfully, and volume kept at a minimum.  Please wear appropriate attire.

PERSONAL ITEMS:  Neither the cast of MI, nor the staff of the Warner Grand is responsible for your personal items.  Leave valuables locked in the trunk of your car, not in the theater.  Do not leave any personal property at the theater in between shows.  Always treat other cast members’ property with respect and care, especially costumes; if you destroy or damage another cast member’s costumes or props you may be required to compensate them.

ATTENDANCE:  You must attempt to attend all cast functions, including meetings, rehearsals, shows, and special functions.  Most meetings are not mandatory, but attendance is strongly recommended.  Non-cast members are not permitted to attend meetings or rehearsals without permission from the Producer.  If you must miss a show, contact your Department Head as soon as you know.  Performers must notify the Casting Director of requested nights off prior to Lingerie Night of the previous month.  NEVER take it upon yourself to re-cast your role or job; let your Department Head know you are going to miss a show and let them find a replacement for you.  Your transportation is your responsibility; no cast member is obligated to give another cast member a ride to any cast function.  Lack of transportation is never an acceptable excuse for missing a cast function.

OCTOBER:  October is a blackout month for absences.  This means you are not permitted to miss any cast function in the month of October except in the case of an extreme emergency.  If you are sick in October and must miss a show, you must provide a doctor’s note upon your return.  Cast members may not work Shipwreck or Halloween Haunt, as work times and show times conflict.  Most years, MI does an extra show on Halloween; attendance at this extra function is mandatory.

EXTENDED ABSENCES:  Leaves of absence may be permitted but MI cannot guarantee that the role or job you left will not be filled when you return.  In the event your role is filled in your absence, MI will attempt to find another job for you on your return but can make no guarantees.  While on leave of absence, a ticket must be purchased to see the show, and no voting privileges will be allowed.  A month notice is required before taking a leave of absence in order to return to cast on good terms.  Leaves of absence will not be recognized during the month of October.

CAST PROPS:  All props, whether owned by MI or by an MI cast member, must be treated with utmost respect.  Never set a drink on any prop.  Except under special circumstances such as photo shoots, no one except the appropriate performer should sit in any prop chair, especially the throne.  No one should move the throne before being instructed on how to properly handle it, as it is delicate.  Be gentle with every prop.

THEATER CREW:  Always behave in a respectful and professional manner towards every employee of the Warner Grand.  If you have a problem with an employee of the theater, please report it to the Producer.

ATTITUDE:  MI strives to be as professional and entertaining as possible.  For this to be possible, it is necessary to set aside personal issues and animosity while at any cast function.  In short, this means NO DRAMA AT THE SHOW.  This is a very important cardinal rule and must be kept in mind at all times.  If you have a problem at the show with another cast member or an audience member, please try to set it aside until after the show.  If you cannot set it aside, please talk to the Stage Director, Stage Manager or Producer.

TRASH: Always remove all trash from the backstage area after every single show. 

RESIGNATION:  One month notice is required in order to resign from cast in good standing. 

NEW MEMBER PROBATION:  All new and returning cast members must complete a two-month probationary period.  Until the end of this period, no voting privileges will be granted.  Failure to comply with all cast rules during this period will result in immediate dismissal from cast.  New cast members who remain in good standing may gain voting privileges after four months in cast.

MANDATORY REHEARSALS:  Periodically, full cast rehearsals will be scheduled on a meeting night.  These rehearsals are required for every cast member, and every cast member will be expected to do their entire job to the best of their ability.  As these rehearsals are also frequently used for auditions, it is necessary to re-create the regular show as closely as possible.

LEAVING THE THEATER:  No cast member should leave the theater after checking in without checking out with their Department Head.  This rule applies both during and after the show.

PERSONAL APPEARANCE:  Cast members and their attire or costumes should always be clean and free of odor.  Costumes must be wrinkle-free and in good repair.  Please do not wear sleepwear or sandals and shorts to the ship, and always attempt to look nice.  Looking like a punk is fine; looking like you just rolled out of bed is not.

ROLE DESIGNATION:  There are four performer levels; Main, Understudy, and Alternate.  Mains possess a level of talent, costuming, and professionalism that is considered “Convention Quality.”  This means that a Main should be able to win any costume contest, be impressive and entertaining on stage with excellent character and accuracy, and always treat all cast and crew members with respect at all times. Understudies must work to continually challenge the Main performer for the role they are studying, and be prepared at any time to take over the Main position in case of emergency or any other change in casting.  Understudies must bring all costumes and makeup to every show in case of emergencies. Costumes may be left in a car but should be quickly accessible, clean, and ready.  Understudies are guaranteed at least one show per month.  Alternates are cast only for shows for which no Main or Understudy is available; it is not required for Understudy Alternates to bring their costumes to every show, nor are they guaranteed stage time.  They should, however be prepared to move into the position of Understudy in case of casting changes.  Understudy and Alternate are not full time positions; cast members holding these positions must have another job in cast to remain a full time cast member.

CAST LISTS:  Do not bring cast phone lists to the theater and do not allow anyone outside cast access to the information on the cast list.

NONDISCLOSURE:  Cast business must remain within cast.  Do not post cast business to online journals or discuss it with non-cast members.  If you are unsure, ask a cast leader.

I have read and acknowledged these rules.  It is my responsibility to remember, review, and follow these rules to the best of my ability as a member of Midnight Insanity.

PRINT NAME_________________________SIGN________________________
