PHANTOM
Character Requirements

Phantom is a comedic character that performs sight gags on stage, behind or alongside other performers.  These gags may include holding up objects, such as signs, in front of the screen or behind the performers, or standing in for missing props or set pieces.  Phantom is a full-time job, and performers are expected to know and perform traditional gags as well as come up with new ones.  Phantom should be very physically active, and know how to take hard and noisy falls without getting injured.  There are a number of Phantom rules that should be followed at all times:

1)    Phantom must always wear black or very dark colors, and should be in some kind of costume.  Examples include an usher, tuxedo, or Buster Keaton style suit, etc.  White gloves are acceptable.  While the classic silent-movie style is preferred, the look of Phantom is open to your own interpretation but needs to cover most of your skin (for safety reasons), must be dark, and must be loose or stretchy enough to move and fall in.  You may want to have a large enough costume that you can hide pads under it for hard falls.

2)    Phantom does not touch the performers.  He is a presence somewhat outside both the performance and the movie; performers will ignore him as he performs gags around and behind them.

3)    Phantom never, ever, EVER touches the screen with his hands or with any props.

4)    Phantom does not speak while on stage.

5)    Phantom never upstages any other performer unless it has been cleared with a director.

6)    Phantom is generally only open to males.  We have found that the audience does not laugh at female Phantoms, even if they are spectacular.

7)    Phantom should be extremely familiar with the movie, to the point of being able to time gags perfectly and come up with new ones.  Phantom should also know traditional Rocky Horror gags and be able to perform them.

If you want to perform as Phantom and think you have what it takes but do not know the traditional gags, we can help you!  Just ask.  In general, it is necessary to spend several months on cast before attaining the role of Phantom; you must be very familiar with our show and with the history of Rocky Horror and its many traditions.

Phantom must follow all cast rules and will be expected to perform every week.

